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International 
Model Forest Program 


With the shared goal of preserving | 
the world’s forests for future genera- 
tions, Canada and Russia have estab- 
lished a cooperative program to 
define and implement working. 
examples of sustainable forest man- 
agement. Supported by the Federal 
Forest Service of Russia and the. ~ 
Canadian Government’s Greeri Plan | 
International Initiatives, special . 
7 forest areas in both countries have 

; been designated to form part of a. 
network of workirig models for | 
sustainable forest management. . 


It is hoped that the Model Forest 
. Program will foster change in the 
| long-term management of forests so 
that they will be managed in a way 
_ that.ensures future productivity, 
_ healthy regeneration and ecological’ 


diversity based on social, economic . 


“and environmental values. 


“Within the model forest network, 
the traditional concept of forest 

ni management is expanded. Wildlife 
and fish habitats, genetic diversity ? 
and cultural history. are’ recognized 
"as important elements in determin- 
ing how the forest will be managed. 


In addition, the management. 
approach gives local communities an 

- active tole so that. forests will benefit 
. those who live in the immediate 
area. This broad management per- 
spective ensures that use of the 
- forest today does not compromise. 
prospects for its use and enjoyment ° | 


by future generations: 


Gassinski_ 
Medel Forest © 
The Gassinski Model Forest willbe 
part of an international network of - 
working model forests that includes 
ten model forests across Canada, two 
in Mexico, and potential sites which — 
are being identified in other coun- a! 
tries. Together, the thirteen projects: z 


_ cover the boreal forests of Russia. and. BS 


seven of the major ecological regions 
of North America, from tropical rain . - ’ 
forests in the south to boreal forests 
in the north. This model forest net- 
work will demonstrate how diverse 
ecosystems and complex Socio-: 
economic issues can be managed 


“21 t0 achieve sustainable — 


‘management. 


“Knowledge gained from the : 

- Gassinski Model Forest: will be ~ 
shared with members of. the model 
forest network, with those managing 
other forests in Russia, with local _ 
individuals and organizations and ates 
‘with the international community, ° 
This will be doné through techno- 
logy: transfer and public < awareness 
Bie : 


The Cosas Model-Forest covers 
~ 384 000 hectares: of Russia’s boreal 
‘forests in the Khabarovsk Krai. 
Located in the most populated | 


region of the Ceniral Amur lowland, 
the model forest is-within the. 
boundaries of Nanaiski District and 
‘bordered by the Sikhote-Alin 
mountains and the Amur river. The 
landscape combines hilly and moun- 
tainous sections, interspersed with 
lowlands and ‘flatlands. 


The predominant species of the 
model forest include Yeddo spruce, - 
Manchurian birch and Korean pine. 
* Other important species include 
larch, linden, ash, elm, Oak and~ =: 

? poplar. Nut production is an impor- - 
tant economic forestry activity and 
over 55-000 hectares are protected 
for this purpose. Other’forest-areas 
are protected to safeguard valuable 
salmon spawning grounds. Forests 
‘managed for timber production | 
| cover 208.000 hectares and support 


balanced program of conservation 


and deve elopment, and one that ben- 
all | 


Through the international network, 
"groups involved in the Gassinski 
Model Forest will directly exchange’ 
technical’ expertise-and assistance 
with members of the McGregor 
Model Forest in Prince George, B.C. 
Canada. The McGregor Model 
Forest partners will provide assis- 
tance and training. on all aspects of 
forest management. The links 
between model forests -will foster a 

_ sharing of knowledge, skills and 
techniques among interested groups 


to benclit forest management around 


the Wor Id. 


There are six: villages within and 


beside the Gassinski Model Forest, 
with a total population of approxi- 
mately 4 665. Indigenous people 
comprise approximately 40 percent 
of the population. The major occu- 
pations of the inhabitants are linked 


to the utilization of forest resources. 


The Gassinski Model ae is spon- 
sored in Russia by the Forestry 
Administration, Khabarovsk Krai; 

. the Federal Forest Service of Russia; 
and the Khabarovsk Krai 
Administration, Department of 


Natural Resources. - 


“six forest harvesting and. wood pro- 
cessing enterprises in the: Nanaiskii — 
District. 


Other important economie:activities . 
in the model forest include agricul-. 
ture, hunting and wildlife manage- 

‘ment, fishing and harvesting of non- 

. wood forest products including * 

~ horiey, medicinal plants, fruits and 
berries, and natural.resins and oils. 

With its highly diversified wildlife, 
including: such species as the 

. Siberian tiger wild boar and moose, 
tourism and recreational opportuni-. ~ 
ties can also be devéloped. The <= 
model forest will work to support 


these economic activities while pré- 


‘serving the natural environment, 


- Activities will include research on 

_ forest ecology, aquatic ecosystems, 

- wildlife and fish habitat, fire preven- 
tion and forest management. : ” 
Environmental, social, cultural and. - 
economic factors will be integrated 
to define new approaches to sustain- 
able development in the area. 


Partnership 

The success of any model forest pro- 
ject depends on support from a Vari-_ 
ety of interested groups. For this 


~ project, a partnership has' been ° 


formed which involves representa- .- 
tives from all levels of government, 
the Nanai indigenous people; indus-: 
try, research and international orga- 
"nizations in the management of » 

- the model forest. It is hoped that 

: this collaboration will result ina . 


OT 


The partner dretinizations: in Russia 
involved in the model forest: include: . 


¢ Federal Forest Service of Russia 
’ @ > Department of Forests, Khabarovsk Krai’ 
¢. Department of Natural Resources, Knabaroys 
Krai Administration 
e DALNIILKh Far-Easterh Scientific Research 
_ . Forestry Institute 
e Far-Eastern State Forest Management 
- Enterprise. 
¢ Department of Hunting Industry, Khabarovsk ; 
Krai 
e «Amur Pisciculture, Amur Basin Raninisholon : 
for the Protection and. Reproduction of Fish . 
Reserves * 
Nanaiskii District Administration 
Nanaiskii. Administrative Forestry. Enterprise 
* Khabarovsk Krai Technical University. 
Gassinski Administrative Forest logging 
-Enterprise 
' e Association of Minority Sishouaies of the 
% North and Along the Amur, Nanaiskii District 
©@ Union of National Communes, Nanaiskii: 
District ° 
e . Troitskoe Ceoperative FurFarming Producers 
Establishment : 
Far-Eastern Forestry Camplex 
~@ -'Dal’lésprom Joint-Stock Company 
e Vedi Far-Eastern Market Communications 
Company 
¢ Krai Committee on the Ecology and 
Natural Resources 
e' ‘Institute of Aquatic and Ecological Problems, 
Sindinskii paiinisieye Forest Logging — 
Portes 


- For farther information please contact the Canadian 
Diplomatic Mission in your country or write to; 


Head of the Forestry Administration ‘d 

. Khabarovsk Krai aS re @ 

’ Federal Forestry Service of- Russia Ghee ae 
71.Frunze : as gaa eeae arta, 
Gity of Khabarovsk realy Ge ak pe 
Rrissia 68060200 7 ue ears “| secycled paper 
International Model Forest Secretariat. ~~: CA 
Canadian Forest Service ae pees ee 
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